


The partnership MS Karriem & Jacobs have been crowned WDHU Champions for 2017.  
Their achievements this year include: 

• 10th overall in SWPC Combine, 

• WDHU All Bird Champions, 

• WDHU 1st Bird Champions, 

• WDHU Short Distance Champions, 

• WDHU Long Distance Champions, 

• Pioneer Homing Society Champions, 

• Winner of the following 5 Federations:  
Victoria West A – YB 15/7/17  
Victoria West B – OB 15/7/17  
Britstown B – OB 29/7/17  
Theunissen  25/8/17  
Kimberley 30/9/17 

 

2017 WDHU 
CHAMPIONS 

I visited the loft of our Champions to go and see for myself the birds that thrashed WDHU 

this year and to try to learn a few secrets to their success.  I was immediately told that they 
do not regard themselves as “champions” but rather as students of this sport and they 
never stop learning.  Learning emerged as a strong theme in the interview. 

 



This is a partnership that has been competing successfully since 2004.  Comprising Mr MS 
Karriem, the Jacobs Brothers Fahiem and Naziem and their father Mustapha.  MS Karriem 
only started racing in 1994 but already by 2000 he had been crowned SPHU Champion out 
of 120 members – on 3 other occasions he ended 3rd during a period of just 5 years in SPHU. 
The Jacobs family only started racing in 2001.  The partnership was brought together in 
2004 after they had all moved over to the Federated Board in 2003 and the Jacobs family 
saw their continued participation in the sport threatened by problems at the location they 
were racing from at the time.  Mr Karriem stepped in to save the day by extending the 
partnership offer to them.  The rest as they say is history. 

2004 saw a 
fantastic start to 
the partnership.  
Pictured left is 
their trophy haul 
in their first year 
together. 
 
Things have gone 
to plan and they 
have gone from 
strength to 
strength together. 

THE PARTNERSHIP: 

It has been rare in this sport over the decades to see a partnership survive and thrive for so 
many years.  So what have been some of the recipes for success in this regard?   

Mr Karriem explains that his nature is to get upset if things are not right but as soon as he 
has said what he needs to he goes back to his normal self – he believes it is important to get 
things out in the open and anger should not linger.  For their part the Jacobs Brothers accept 
it this way, are slow to anger or take offence and never remain upset or stay away.  Thus 
ironing out the issues quickly and openly is a key for them.  They explain to me that their 
friendship goes beyond pigeon racing and is at a level of true brotherhood. 



The birds belong to all of them and everything is viewed as part of a team effort.  For 
example, it is only if all the partners are in agreement about bringing in a bird that they will 
do so.  But there must be a strong leader that takes charge of the decision making process 
and he must be open to listen and discuss.  Mr Karriem jokes that the Jacobs Brothers just 
want to walk with the clock on a Saturday but he must beg them on a daily basis to come 
work with the birds and has to force them to go train the birds.  “They don’t want to fly 
badly” he jokes. 

RIGHT: 
Mr Karriem holds his 
grandson. A future member 
of the partnership perhaps?  

Mr Karriem points out “No partnership will work well if there are no results”.  Over the 
years, these have been some of the highlights: 

They have been crowned Champions in every union they have raced in. 

• 2004 – WDHU - 6 feds which is a record which still stands today.  Ended 7th out of 831 
fanciers in the Federated Board. 

• 2005 – WDHU – being 200 point behind with only 6 races to go, they ended just missing 
out on the championship.  

• 2012 – CFHU – after a 2 year break – after 7 weeks the long standing record of 300 
points had been surpassed with 435 points.  In a 86 member strong union they ended as 
champions with over 800 points.  It included 5 feds, Best Young Bird, Best Old Bird, 
Winners on Short, Middle and Long Distance, as well as Overall Champions. 

• Since 1999 they have never been out of the first 3 at a Union level. 

 
SECRETS TO PIGEON RACING SUCCESS: 

Mr Karriem firmly believes that “the only secret in pigeon racing is that there are no 
secrets”.  While I was at first baffled by this statement, it made sense once he explained his 
reasoning to me.  A secret is something that somebody does not know.  Yet the information 
that is required to achieve success is well known and has been documented in books and 
magazines and more recently on the internet.   



BELOW: Different angles of the race loft.  The lofts are kept 
clean at all times.  There is no over crowding. 

The key is to empower yourself with knowledge through reading and careful investigation 
and speaking to those who are successful.  His greatest mentors were Suleiman Sambo and 
Mr Muhamad Robertson – both unschooled – who acquired their knowledge by going from 
champ to champ and just speaking to them about pigeons.  One person learns from another 
and that person learnt from someone before that and so it goes on.   

Also, is the fancier able to work with birds and animals?  Does he speak the language of the 
bird. In a Herbots documentary, the son stated “my father speaks the language of the 
pigeons”.  Herbots’ mentor was Jan Grondelaer - world champ at the time and passed away 
as world champ.  Herbots also believed that Grondelaer spoke the language of the pigeon 
and in Herbots’ opinion “Grondelaer deserved a statue in his honour for his achievements in 
the pigeon sport” 

MYTHS: 

Mr Karriem questions why some pigeon fanciers attribute things to others that they would 
not like attributed to themselves. They want to sit in their homes and criticise others for 
winning because they are not able to win.  For instance he knows that he has been accused 
of winning on dope.  The great WDHU Champion Leslie Blake experienced the same 
accusations.  Yet if that is the secret then you must go out and get it too – that was taught to 
him by his mentor Sambo.  You must find the knowledge to win. 



EXCEPTIONAL PIGEONS ARE THE KEY TO SUCCESS 

Throughout the history of pigeon racing we find the same story.  The Great Grondelaer, Gust 
Hofkins,  Louis Van Loon and many many more …. they were average until they got the right 
birds.  If you have birds over a period of time and the results are not forthcoming – some 
realise early, others take longer and some never get it – get rid and get better ones.  It 
makes no difference what strain – if no results are forthcoming get rid of them and find 
better. 

The original birds of Mr Karriem came from his mentor Sulaiman Sambo.  Known as 
Hollanders but they are actually Dick Van Waas Janssens.  Bernie Bullock was the original 
owner after Van Waas left them in South Africa.  When Bullock packed up in 1993, Sambo 
got most of the imported birds and Board winners.  Sambo was ordinary until the late 80s 
before Bullock shared the birds with him – thereafter he won 7 feds that year including a 
hen named Lone Wolf who won 3 feds.  Mr Karriem quickly realised the value of Sambo’s 
birds and got rid of the others.  

Mr Karriem undertook 5 years of intensive 
study and research on the history of the 
modern racing pigeon.  He wanted to make 
sense of all the different names and strains 
as we know it, to understand what these 
strains and their makeup was, as well as 
their true meaning and purpose and the 
origins that finally gave rise to the modern 
racing pigeon.  With this came the study and 
importance of genetics, inbreeding, line-
breeding and cross-breeding.  

LEFT & ABOVE: Inside and outside the 
stock loft – home to top genetics. 



Mr Karriem went through hundreds of books on the subject.  To name a few, these included 
some of the following from the grandmasters: 
Piet De Weerd – Het Wereld Ras Janssen Arendonck 
Jules Gallez – History of Belgium Racing Pigeons 
Dr Whitneys Works (USA) 
Prof Bonsma (ZA) 
Martin van Tuyn – the mentor of Piet De Weerd – they don’t come much better than him. 
  
In short, Mr Karriem believes that it’s a fact that a great number of fanciers who are in the 
majority today don’t believe in a strain at all.  Others give very little importance to it, if 
any.  It’s also common knowledge that each fancier uses different means and methods to 
practice this hobby and yield satisfactory results.  He though is a firm believer in a strain and 
in his opinion there’s only 2 important strains. 
The long distance: Vandevelde – Stichelbaut strain 
The sprinters: Janssen Arendonck strain 
All the modern day names and strains that we currently find are derivatives of these two. 
  
As early as 1950 it was grandmaster Piet De Weerd who taught and advised the pigeon 
world to cross the Janssens with the Vandevelde – Stichelbaut strain.  He was the 
mastermind behind a great number of strains – Jan Aardens, Hermes, Kipp and son, Van den 
Broucke to name a few.  The list is endless. 

Eventually, after doing lots of research and studying, Karriem & Jacobs decided to import 
offspring of some of the best birds in the world in 2006.  Mr Karriem set his sights on Jos 
Soontjies who made history and broke all records by winning 14 out of 15 races in 1 racing 
season.  The 15th race he ended 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6.  This incredible performance had never 
been done before and has never been equalled since. Karriem & Jacobs  were determined 
that they simply just had to acquire those birds 

DEN 155 - Soontjies: 

This pigeon was crowned World No. 1 in the 
Swiss Olympiad 1997.  When Mr Karriem wanted 
to buy it he was quoted R1,8 million in 2001 in 
Cape Town at the Pigeon Olympiad, where Mr 
Karriem first saw Den 155. 

In 2007 they managed to purchase 2 grandsons 
of Den 155 from another record breaker Michel 
Van Lint who has recently won 20 Nationals in 10 
years.  The grandsons were out of a daughter of 
Den 155 called Annelore who has produced 
National winners. 



Later Mr Ahmed bought another grandson of Den 155 direct from Herbots which Karriem & 
Jacobs later bought from him at his auction.  He was bred out of the best son of Den 155 
namely No. 1 First National Ace pigeon of Belgium 2000. 

A few Widurski’s were also imported via Mr Karriem’s mentor Mr Sambo.  These Widurski’s 
have very strong “Klak” and Soontjies blood running through their veins. 

DIDI LINE: 

Didi was a world champion long distance 
bird.  His parents were put together by the 
great grandmaster Piet De Weerd himself.  A 
youngster of Didi became known as Kleine 
Didi for Ettiene De Vos.  Kleine Didi became 
the world’s best long distance bird of all 
time. He was sold to a wealthy German 
industrialist Heinz Seegmuller for a record 
$550 000.  Karriem & Jacobs imported a 
grandson. Before Didi left Belgium he sired 
children – Mr Karriem traced them and 
bought their offspring. 

STIER AND TARZAN LINE 

A hen was also imported with 1st International Barcelona blood running through her veins. 

All the imported birds immediately made a huge impact of the lofts of Karriem and Jacobs.  
Every single one has produced winners and multiple scoring birds. 

. 

BELOW: This great grandson of “Kleine Didi” was put to stock early due to his 
resemblance to “Kleine Didi”.  He sired the Theunissen Truck Winner 2017. 

https://www.google.co.za/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiP_vny4_vXAhVHthQKHTLHD5oQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pipa.be/content/devos-etienne-frank-national-kbdb-long-distance-champion-2004-and-already-4th-time-25-years&psig=AOvVaw218Im1Yz-3_ofm2K14Rmxe&ust=1512869409525077


It is clear that Mr Karriem has gone to great lengths to learn about the international 
developments around the top pigeon strains.  Certainly I have learned a lot on the subject in 
this interview. 

The Theunissen truck winner “019” is rung 
after the world famous 019 of the 
Janssens.  She is a product of such a 
mating and by design.  Karriem and Jacobs 
acquired the best possible long distance 
blood through “Kleine Didi” and “Stier”.  
They mated this to their Merckz-Bange  
lines.  “019” is a Triple Fed Winner with 
numerous Fed and Board positions from 
Laingsburg to Theunissen, racing her on 2 
different trucks i.e. WCPTA and FBHU.  She 
has also produced a Victoria West fed 
winner.  Also among her siblings are 
fedwinners and multiple scorers.  They are 
super racers “right up the line”.  

2017  
WCPTA 

THEUNISSEN 
TRUCK 
WINNER 

SOME FINAL FURTHER THOUGHTS: 

Success in pigeon racing requires hard work, dedication and a hunger to learn and apply 
knowledge learnt.  It is not about medicine only.  It is not about loft only. It is not about 
training only.  A holistic approach is required.  But excellent pigeons are a very important 
ingredient. 

As for the loft, it must be well ventilated and dry, with enough space for the amount of 
birds.  When some of the Belgium greats visited top lofts in SA they were asked their 
opinion of SA birds and they humbly said “julle het te min hokke”.  The pigeon books have 
been warning of over crowding for 100 years.   

On topics of pigeon health, racing and maintenance there are too many books  that have 
already been written to mention.  It is up to each fancier to do his bit to acquire that 
knowledge – there are no secrets. 
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This bird has Cliffie De Wet blood on 
both sides.  These Putterie x De Norre 
birds race from Laingsburg right up to 
the long distance.  

The Father won a Hanover away in 

WDHU a few years ago and ended 3rd 
on the truck. 
 
The Mother is a daughter of H&K 

Lofts’ double fed winner bred off their 
top Staf Van Reet cock 2009 x Wegge 
Hen.  All the Staf Van Reet's children 

breed winners 



ASHLEY 

LAKEY 

2610 was one of the first babies I bred when I returned to the sport after 20 
years.  His father is a double fed winner that was kindly borrowed to me by a 
good friend.  He scored last year and the fact that he is in the image of his 
father made me consider putting him to stock at the beginning of this year. 

As it turns out I am glad I waited.  He surprised me 
by winning this race and has not seen a basket 
since then. 



PENLYN 

LOFTS 

Daughter of my Herbots cock. His father was Ameel 
from Seinie Bey and his mother was direct from 
Herbots’ loft. She was the most consistent bird at the 
Olympiad in 2000.  

Her son is known as Geld cock as he won a lot of 
sidebets for Clive Fortuin.as bred 8 fed winners of 
which Clive won with his son 2yrs ago  and a novice 
Strauss in Mitchells Plain also won with a son of him. 



SAUDI 

LOFTS 

This hen is bred the same as the WDHU 
Bird of the Year 2013.  The mother is a 
hen purchased from Klapmuts Loft  and 
the father is from Smith Brother lines 
and a Combine winner in his own right.  



S & F ISAACS 

Her father is a cock from 
Jannie Mohr – Wegge  

This hen is line bred.  Her mother is from the “Muscles” line 
crossed with Slimme Putterie. I bought both grand parents 
from Ewald De Vries. They produced to score before but never 
won.  But when I went line breeding it worked. They fly better 
as 2 year olds.  She was always in the top 5 in my loft as a 
yearling.  Also 10th in fed this year Hanover 3 bird.  



J RHODE 

Her mother is bred off my very first fed 
winner in WDHU mated to the Blue WF cock 
bred from a Reuben Liddell x Patty Rolleston 
crossing. 
Her father is bred off the Blue WF cock bred 
from a Reuben Liddell x Patty Rolleston 
crossing mated to his own daughter 



This cock is of my old van Bruane and Putterie line 
They only do well in slowish races. This has been 
my foundation birds over the years 

PENLYN 

LOFTS 



He is a young cock.  Although he was raced very sparingly he has shown 
promise early.  Reliable, consistent and easy to work with.  Normally they are 
slow maturers and only come to light after 2 years.  He will be a great stock 
cock. 

MS KARRIEM & 

JACOBS 

SIRE – 3343 – son of 4511 – 2 times Bird of the 
Year.  DAM – Theunissen Truck Winner 2017 



MS KARRIEM & 

JACOBS 

100% Hollander.  Merckz - 019 – Bange lines – our favourite birds in 
the world.  We are simply passionate about them.  Known in our loft 
as the Warriors.  She and her sister 0442 are double fed winners. They 
fly from 60 to 600 miles with ease. 

SIRE – 70201 FB 2005 son of 
Warrior 
DAM – 3537 Cape Classic R1000 / 
Champion Bird of the Year 2015 



WP CHARLES 

Was bred from Dark check cock WPHU 2015 (2025) who scored twice in the 
SWPC Combine during the 2016 season. The father of this cock was our first 
bird in our loft, a gift from my brother who caught him on a roof nearby his 
workplace.  

WP 

CHARLES 

Combine 
Winner 

The “Strydom Cock” as he is 
commonly referred too bred us 
a Britstown club winner and 
various Combine positions in 
our first season. The dam of 
1751 was bought on a local 
auction and has some Powell 
Putterie in her pedigree 



This hen was a baby bought from Kobus 
Maritz who stays across the road from 
my sister.  When I lived in Gauteng and 
used to come on holiday to Cape Town I 
would visit him.  When I moved back to 
Cape Town I bought a round from him. 

L & I 

LOFTS 



SIRE – 24791 bred for stock 
DAM – 32665 double fed 
winner. She is a great 
granddaughter of Warrior. 

This is “Willemien”.  The 
name says it all.  She is as 
wild as they come.  This trait 
comes from her great 
grandmother – a 5 times fed 
winner.  She was unraced as 
a yearling.  100% Hollander 

MS KARRIEM 

& JACOBS 



Bred in my race loft.  The father is a Gummy bear cock bred off a hen that won 
6 lady prizes for me in 2013 – which included many seconds that year – she 
was leading the Bird of the Year points in the union when I stopped racing her 
3 weeks before the end of the season. 

 The mother has become a favoured breeding hen since I’ve seen something 
in her eye that I liked – it made me put her to stock.  She is bred off my No 1 
cock named Pontius Pilate crossed with a Gummy bear hen. Pontius Pilate 
has already bred 14th National Loft as well as a double fed winner that also 
won a combine.  

 
J RHODE 



H & K LOFTS 

Mother is a double fed winner bred off our Blue Staf Van Reet 2009 x 
Wegge Hen.  When mated to a son of Cliffie De Wet's 584 hen she 
already produced 2 sisters who each went 2nd SWPC - one going on 
the also win another fed in the following year.  Now she has also 
produced a combine winner. 
Father is a grandson of Cliffie De Wet's 584 hen. 

Combine 
Winner 



WP 

CHARLES 

3109 was a late-bred and was only raced three times in the 
2017 season. Her sire is a Janssen cock received as a gift 
from Andre Mills and her dam is a Guther Prange Grizzle 
hen, she in herself a multiple winner for a local NRHU 
fancier. 



S & F 

ISAACS 

He is named USAIN BOLT because he is fast as a jet.  He always pitches straight 
onto the trap without wasting time.  His Mother is my first fed winner hen.  
She was bred from a cock that produced 3 fed winners.  That cock was an 
Ameel - an egg out of Ewald De Vries Race loft.  

His Father is from 
Karriem -  I bought 
him on a young bird 
auction 2 years ago 
at WDHS and put it 
to stock. A grandson 
of WARRIOR. 



MS KARRIEM & 

JACOBS 
Sire: Blue Didi – great grandson of “Kleine 
Didi”.  Dam: Inbred daughter of Warrior 

Combine 
Winner 

TRUCK 
Winner 



I dropped her last year and she 
returned without her electronic 
ring.  She raced again but done 
nothing last year. 
 
Scored 3 times this year.  On the 
Hanover 3 bird she timed on eggs 
and took a low fed place – it was a 
very fast race.  I then double her 
up into Springfontein and she won. 
 
She is bred off a Koopman cock  
from Ulric Smith’s Loft that has 
now become Rudi Bowers’ No 1 
cock clicking with his No. 1 
Stassard hen.  The pair’s babies 
perform well for everyone who 
races them. 

CC LOFTS 



J MACTAVISH 

It’s Klak Janssen 222.  Mother Klak Janssen 222 – first generation and 
Father also Klak Janssen 222. I’ve been racing 50 years and I know 
when a bird is fit and in peak form. On basketing night I told the 
chairman this bird will win the fed.  She scored a few times as a 
yearling. 



M N MARLIE 

She did not race much as a yearling but scored in two Feds.  She scored twice in the Feds 
for me this year and was quite a few times my first bird.  Her brothers and sisters also 
races well for my friend in the FB who scored in the top three of the SSHU and CFHU 
combines.  Her sire is a Sun City German cock that I got as a gift (they called him Hitler) 
Her dam is a Sun City German hen. 

Both sire and Dam bred well when 
they were given different cocks 
and hens.  Their grandchild also 
raced well and scored in the SSHU 
and CFHU combines. 



She never raced and trained as a yearling.  This year, besides winning the VW Fed she also 
went a 4th and a 6th in the SWPC on a BW and VW 

Her Sire is a Gaddin Cock that already bred a combine 
winner for my partner in Malmesbury and birds that score. 
The Dam is a Sun City German Hen that also breeds well.  

One of her sons was one of 
the best birds in the FB in 
five races as a yearling.  He 
scored 3 times in the top 5 
of the Feds. 

M N 

MARLIE 



Holland – Computer II – Widurski blood runs through her veins.  Super racing 
hen, ultra reliable all distances.  Saved us and scored many times.  Stocked her 
when she was 5 years old.  After selling more than half our old bird team pre 
2017 race season and due to great losses during the season, we found 
ourselves wanting.  We had to rely on her services once again and she as 
always did not disappoint.  Winning the Kimberley as a 6 year old. 

SIRE – Blue “unrung” 
Dam – 10005 – double 
fed winner 

MS KARRIEM 

& JACOBS 



WP CHARLES 

3146 is a Gaby Vandenabeele cock. The dam of 3146, is a Blue Bar hen NRHU/2016 0314 
which was the best bird in Cape Metropolitan Homing Union in 2016 and her sister 0315 
ended 05th Best Bird WDHU for the current season. Between these sisters we already 
have 5 club wins for our second year of racing. 

.  The dam of 3146, Blue Bar NRHU/2016 0314 is a Laingsburg 
North Section winner, 03rd in a Laingburg Combine and 
15th WCPTA truck in 2016.  

The Sire is Gaby Vandenabeele blue bar cock.   



The father was bred in my race loft in 2013 but I didn’t record the parents.  Turned out to 
be a very good looking bird and everyone who saw him would comment so.  I then put 
him to stock. 

The mother is of the “Bulldozer” strain from Sakkie in Kimberley.  I got her as a present 
when I visited there on holiday.  

His full sister has been one of my most 
consistent birds this year.  

R JURIES 

Combine 
Winner 



ARENDSE 

& 

PARTNER 

0253 is the 1st fed winner in our race loft. He is a small but great looking and 
handling cock.  He scored 3 times this season 16th Hanover, 15th Beaufort and 
1st Bloemfontein. His mother and father where both obtained form Rafiek De 
Wet and put together in our own stock loft. The father is an American cock 
bought on a Sun City Auction. The Mother was given to him by Damon's as an 
egg.   





The annual WDHU Bust-up was hosted in grand style at the Al Humbra Restaurant in 
Lansdowne on 1 December 2017.  Members came together to honour all the winners and 
top achievers for 2017.  We were also addressed by special guests such as the SANPO 
President Fadiel Hendricks and the longstanding stalwart of the sport, Saville Penkin.  









WDHU 
Combine 
Winners 







Race Secretary - Mr U R Smith has fulfilled the role for many years 
now with absolute distinction.  With a wealth of experience and 
expertise and an absolute passion to one day leave our beloved 
sport in a better state than he found it, Ulric’s work ethic and his 
track record for accuracy, reliability, honesty and integrity leave us 
as members extremely proud to have him. 

We thank these officials for flying the 

WDHU flag high and with distinction 

Treasurer - Mr N Marlie takes care of our financial administration 
responsibilities in a very professional manner with integrity, 
commitment and passion – all of which are evident in the 
wonderful manner in which our income and expense statements 
are drafted each year.  He constantly strives to financially grow our 
organisation with us the members in mind.  

Chairman - Mr C Fortuin avails himself willingly to represent our 
organisation at any time without any hesitation. Nothing is ever 
too much trouble and he works tirelessly to ensure that things run 
smoothly.  His passion and commitment is based purely on his 
love of our sport. 

"A well run union is the key to a successful union"  

We thank these officials who play such pivotal roles 
and contribute in the largest part to the success of 
WDHU in providing members the enjoyment this 
great sport has to offer 

Secretary - Mr S Onia quietly and efficiently gets the job done.  A 
man who loves to stick to procedures and protocols, he keeps 
WDHU on track by being the first to remind us about the 
principles embodied in our Constitution and how we should 
conduct our business accordingly.  What a pleasure to have a man 
of his calibre in the role. 



For any queries on this magazine please feel 
free to contact Ashley Lakey on 083 462 8182 
or email ashley.lakey@hotmail.com 


